Bromelia ‘Aurelia’
by Geoff Lawn, BSI Cultivar Registrar 

Nov. 2011. 

Around 1995 in a garden in San Jose, capital of Costa Rica, a variegated Bromelia was being ripped up to make way for building construction. Chester Skotak from  Dura Flor Nursery in Palmares (40kms. away) acquired this rare marginated bromeliad and re-established it in his nursery garden. Later Chester identified his clumping specimen as Bromelia hemisphaerica  and named it ’Aurelia’ in honour of his secretary,  Romanian-born Aurelia Bajenaru who still lives in Costa Rica. My enquiries from elsewhere regarding confirmation that this ‘Aurelia’ is B. hemisphaerica proved unsuccessful. Many of the 58 known Bromelia species are difficult if not impossible to identify positively from blooming photos only. Close botanical examination of a live flowering specimen is required. 

Probably B. ‘Aurelia’ was wild-collected originally from within Costa Rica as no other reports have recorded its existence. Eventually this variegate reached Florida through Tropiflora Nursery in Sarasota. Owner Dennis Cathcart. advises that his nursery stock is potted and grown under shade screen. An individual rosette reaches 2-1/2 metres (8 ft.)  diameter, arching leaves to 1-1/2 metres (5 ft.) long each and 4cms. (1.75 inches) wide mid-leaf. Of course the main attraction is the wide cream-marginated variegation which has remained 100% stable over the 16 years or more in cultivation. The blushing vivid pink foliage heart and scape-bracted compound inflorescence are spectacular but rather short-lived as with most Bromelias. Fertile fruits are more or less hidden in the sunken flower head and are not particularly visible. The densely-leaved rosettes are heavily armed with spines, a deterrent to man and beast alike. Offsets are produced on stolons to 30cms. (1 ft. ) long but are usually difficult to remove safely.  Protective clothing, long-handled secateurs and heavy-duty gloves are mandatory.

This huge stunning terrestrial would make an outstanding background feature if planted out in the landscape where there is plenty of room for it to multiply, in tropical and sub-tropical climates.  Maybe B. ‘Aurelia’ is best described as “wickedly beautiful”. 
UPDATE: Sept.2021.   Chester Skotak advises this cultivar is from Bromelia karatas (formerly B. plumieri) .    
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